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Senior Cycle Core Curriculum

In this school you must take:
A English

A Irish (Unless exempt)

A Mathematics

A Career Guidance/social studies



Leaving Certificate Option Subjects

A Accountancy

A Agricultural Science
A Applied Maths

A Art

A Biology

A Business Studies

A Chemistry

A Construction Studies

A Design and
Communications
Graphics

A Engineering Drawing
A French

A Geography

A History

A Home Economics

A Music

A Physics



How Do You Choose

u Consider what subjects do you like
u Consider what subjects you are good at?

u What courses or careers are you interested in after
you do your Leaving Cert?

u What subjects do you need to get into those
courses or careers?

u What subjects would be useful if not necessary for
such courses and careers?



Six Things That Are Not Relevant to Subject
Selection

u Only girls/boys do that subject.
u None of my friends are doing that subject.

u donot | 1 ke the teacher.

u wi | | do It because 1 tos e

u hate the subject but |10l
want to do a course | might need it for.

u L] donot do 1t for the Le

be able to do any course that it is part of at
college.



Science Subjects

Applies Biology, Physics & Chemistry to agriculture.
Very good for careers in agriculture and science.

Science of living things.

Very good for careers in science, sport, nursing, hairdressing and beauty
care.

Science of chemicals, materials, heat, light, electricity and motion.

Very good for science, engineering, practical careers and apprenticeships
e.g. fitting, plumbing and electrical etc.,

Science of heat, light, electricity and motion

Very good for science, engineering, practical careers and apprenticeships
e.g. fitting, plumbing and electrical etc.,



Technology Subjects

Follows on from Materials Technology Metal

Deals with a wide variety of mechanical engineering processes,
materials and technological applications

Encourages the development of manipulative skills, resourcefulne
and creativity.

Follows on from Materials Technology Wood.
Deals with all aspects of construction, building design and building

theory and regulations.
Very good for all Construction, Engineering, Design, practical careers

and apprenticeships.

Used to be known as Technical Drawing.

Follows on from Technical Graphics.

Very good for all Construction, Engineering, Design, practical careers
and apprenticeships.



Business & Accountancy

u Follow on from the Junior Courses of the same names very good
for social, personal and academic development

. Business: This subject is concerned with understanding
the environment in which business operates in Ireland
and in the wider world. It also involves equipping the
students with a positive view of enterprise and Its
applications in the business environment, in both the
public and private sectors.

u Accountancy: The course is humerically based but theory
and procedures must be learned also. While the student
needs to be comfortable with numbers he or she does
not need to be at higher  maths level.



Applied Maths, Geography History, Home
Economics
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u Applied Maths:  This subject comes highly
recommended for students considering a

career In any area of Engineering, Science,
Information Technology, Business, Flnance
Architecture or Education.

u History & Geography: very good for all careers Iin
social, travel, tourism, international trading,
communlcatlons pollcy making or teaching.

u Home Economics: very good subject for any career In
food, hotel, catering, travel, tourism, social work, nursing
Or caring areas.



Art & Music

ART- This subject carries on from Junior Cert. Art
but has an added element of History and
Appreciation of Art which makes up 37.5% of the
final exam.

It is an excellent subject for architecture, art
courses, beauty therapy, floristry etc.

Music - This subject is ideal for any student who
plays an instrument or sings.

There are three main elements to the exam in this
subject, performing, composing and listening.

There Is an ever growing number of music
courses at third level



Hurdles to college entry

u Points "
P

u Matriculation L

Requirements
u Subject Requirements




The Points System

u Points
u APoints are allocated to the six best grades of an applicant.

u AThese grades must be achieved in one sitting of the
Leaving Certificate Examination.

u AEntry to a course which is competitive will be granted to
those holding the highest number of points.

u AThe number of points required for any course in any year is
not pre-set by any college.

u AThe points level reflects (a) the results of the applicants for
that year and

u (b) the number of available places for that year on that course.



Leaving Certificate Points Calculation Grid

New Grades

H1/01
H2/02
H3/03
H4 /04
H5/05
H6 /06
H7 /07

H8/08

Revised
LCVP

Points

66

46

28




Matriculation requirements

u The following colleges require a minimum of a D3 at ordinary level in the
following subjects:

u Al N.U.L NUI Maynooth , Dublin, Galway and Cork
Require English, Irish and a third language.

u TRINITY English, Maths and another language

u U.L.

u D.C.U. Maths and English or Irish

u LT.s Maths and English or Irish

u COLLEGES OF EDUCATION Maths and English and Irish (C3 at Higher
level)

u If you are born outside the republic of Ireland you can claim an

exemption from Irish but present Irish as satisfying the third language
requirement.



Third Language Requirements

u

In recent years NUI colleges have dropped their third language
requirement for engineering and science programmes .

UCD has also dropped it for their agricultural programmes .
Nursing at NUI colleges never required a third language.

A third language must be included for arts, human sciences, law,
social science, commerce, medicine and health sciences and
some other degrees.

A third language is also a requirement for entry into the cadetship in

the army or air corps. S
Buenos dias! cComo estas?
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Bonjour! Ca va ?
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If you are considering Medical, Paramedical, Nursing,
Science or Engineering courses you should consider;

Medicine/Dentistry T TCD : Higher Level Grade B3 and Higher Level Grade
C in two Laboratory sciences.

Medicine/Dentistry T UCC : Higher Level Grade C in Chemistry and Higher
Level Grade C in either Physics or Biology.

Medicine i UCD : Ordinary Level D3 in any laboratory Science Subject
(Higher Level C3 Chemistry for consideration for 5 year course only).

Medicine i Royal College of Surgeons : Higher Level Grade B3 in a
laboratory science(Physics/Chemistry/Biology/Agric. Science) or Maths.

Pharmacy 1 TCD : Higher Level Grade C in Chemistry
Human Nutrition i TCD : Higher Level Grade C in Chemistry

Veterinary Medicine - UCD : Higher Level Grade C3 in Chemistry.



Remember it is important to make a balanced choice of
subjects. This could Iinclude:

Irish
English
Mathematics
A Continental Language

A Science subject (Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Agric. Science)

And 2 other subjects



Primary School Teaching

English
u Irish
u Maths

u Language

T =1{e][e]s)Y,
u History/Geography
u Religion

u Your favourite subject



Nursing

English
u lrish
u Maths
T =1{e](e]s)Y,

u Chemistry/Agricultural Science
u Home Economics - Scientific and Social

u Your favourite subject



Medicine

English
u lrish
u Maths

u Language

u Chemistry
u Biology/Physics/Agricultural Science

u Your favourite subject



Engineering
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English
u lrish
u Maths
u Physics

u Chemistry/Engineering
u Design & Communication Graphics
u Applied Maths



Computer Science

English
u lrish
u Maths
u Language
u Physics

u Design & Communication Graphics

u Your favourite subject



Pharmacy

English
u Irish
u Maths

u Language

u Chemistry
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u Your favourite subject



Dentistry

English
u lrish
u Maths
u Language
u Chemistry
u Biology/Physics

u Your favourite subject



Veterinary

English
u lrish
u Maths

u Language

u Chemistry
u Biology/Agricultural Science

u Your favourite subject



Agricultural Science

English
u lrish
u Maths
u Agricultural Science
u Business/Agricultural Economics
T =1{e](e]s)Y,

u Your favourite subject



